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On the Farming-reading Tradition of Traditional Families in
Central China in the Qing Dynasty

WEI Shumin
(Institute of History and Archaeology, Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou,
Henan 450000, China

[Abstract] The tradition of farming and reading is a common feature of Chinese family society and agri-
cultural civilization. The Central Plains represented by Henan Province is the origin and core of Chinese tra-
ditional agricultural civilization. The tradition of farming and reading has a long history and profound influ-
ence. Many genealogies, inscriptions and local records of Henan Province in the Qing Dynasty show that, the
traditional families in the Central Plains followed this tradition generally, and it was a gradual process that
required generations or even decades of gradual accumulation. The most fascinating glory of this road lies in
the glory of their ancestors, wives and children. However, under the pressure of survival, most of the families
who were not well—off or even quite poor shows a diversified development path. With the end of the family
system, modern urbanization, land circulation and other new changes of the times, how to inherit and reform
the tradition and how to play a new role in the revitalization of the countryside will be a new proposition.

[Key words] Ming and Qing Dynasties; Henan; family; farming-reading tradition
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